nonviolence to persuade
the heart of even the most
committed oppressor. As
she reveals, “l had to find it
within myself to have that
feeling of unconditional love
not only for the Earth as a
planet, but also for human-
ity — even for those destroy-
ing the gift of life right in
front of me." Hill made every
effort to soften the attitudes
of Maxxam’s hired intimida-
tors, and sent photos of her-
self and snacks down on a
rope to open dialogue and
companionship with those
who were being paid to try
to force her out of the tree.
She was able to reach many
of them on a human level,
and at least one became her
friend and eventually quit
the Maxxam Corporation.
Ultimately, Hill was
able to dialogue and
work with Pacific
Lumber’s top execu-
tive, John Campbell.

Hill's story also
explores a person-
al transformation.
According to Hill, “All
| wanted to do was
find a direction and
purpose in my life”
Her time in Luna was as spiritually transformative as a caterpil-
lar's time in a cocoon. “True transformation occurs only when
we can look at ourselves squarely and face our attachments
and inner demons, free from the buzz of commercial distrac-
tions and false social realities. We have to retreat into our own
cocoons and come face-to-face with who we are.... When |
almost died in that mother of all storms, my fear of dying died,
too.... | began to live day by day, moment by moment, breath
by breath, and prayer by prayer.”’

Hill's is a well-written, gripping tale that will leave you
unable to put the book down even for a moment until you,
like she, knows that her beloved Luna is safe. You will feel
yourself alongside Hill shaking and swaying in Luna, at first
with white knuckles and fear, and then with release and wild
abandon and even laughter. The Legacy of Luna is alive today
among many activists, including the Save the Oaks tree-sitters
profiled on page 16 of this issue.

“When 1 almost died in
that mother of all storms,
my fear of dying died,
too.... I began to live day by
day, moment by moment,
breath by breath, and
prayer by prayer.”
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photo by Shaun Walker/OtterMedia

In the Spring of 2002, two years after her tree-sit ended, Hill
returned to observe “how beautifully the entire area we pro-
tected is healing and rejuvenating! Where there was once a lot
of brown, trampled Earth, there are now lush ferns and mush-
rooms of so many shapes, sizes and colors, and new redwood
saplings.... A lot of people have focused so much just on Luna
that they forget there is actually a tiny forest we saved too.”

“Unfortunately, as one hikes up the mountain Luna stands
on, there are massive burnt, destroyed clearcuts in every
direction. Pacific Lumber continues its egregious slaughter of
entire watersheds.... Going to visit Luna always reminds me
that this action always has and always will be about more than
just one tree and one woman. Our collective future demands
that all of us become involved in shifting to a healthier, more
respectful and sustainable way of living. We each have our
own tree to climb. All of us, wherever we live, have a responsi-
bility to preserve our Earth”

Like the song of an egret as it crests over a hill returning to
its young, Hill's message calls out to tell us: The work is not
done. There are many more creatures great and small to be
saved if we are to keep precious Creation alive and thriving.

Resources:

Circle of Life Foundation: <www.circleoflifefoundation.org>

Bay Area Coalition for the Headwaters:
<www.headwaterspreserve.org>

Earth First!: <www.earthfirst.org>

Tree Sit: The Art of Resistance: a Documentary about Julia
Butterfly Hill and other Humboldt County tree-sitters
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Julia Butterfly Hill:
To Live Fully and Completely

in Lowve. ..

hile researching the “Save the Oaks Campaign,” | spot-

ted Julia Butterfly Hill hanging out at the Berkeley Oak
Grove for a party to commemorate 100 days of tree-sitting
(see Who Speaks for the Trees?, page 16). Julia’s reflections on
living a life of pure love follow...

What'’s at stake here at the oak grove?

I'm passionate about making our cities more livable so peo-
ple stop leaving cities in order to live. An area like this with a
green space with trees is a critical piece... What else is at stake
here [are] the kind of people who you'll never know, who
are having a difficult day, and they come
here, and they breathe, and they breathe
peace, hope, love and possibility. Those
people and experiences cannot fit on an
environmental impact report or a chart or
a graph when the city’s making its budget
for things like crime prevention.

John Quigley and | launched a tree-sit
in a farm in South Central Los Angeles,
where there were 3-year-olds running
around completely safe just like there are
here today, but unlike Berkeley, in South
Central it was dangerous... and six blocks
away people are shooting each other. When that farm went
in, the crime in that neighborhood dropped by over 65 per-
cent. After they bulldozed that farm into the ground — the
first week after that farm was bulldozed — crime went up 20
percent. It was not crime related to people reacting about
the farm, it was just because that farm brought peace into
the neighborhood... The more parks we have, the less crime
there will be.

meant.”

What happened with the South Central tree-sit?

The tree-sit was part of a 14-acre farm, the largest working
urban farm in the country... We're still working to get that
land back; it’s in court, and we're working to get other areas
within their district to farm on and areas outside their district.
One of the results of the positive publicity [generated with the
tree-sit] was that a landowner who owns an organic agricul-
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“We wanted to empower
that particular commu-
nity and those farmers
to not feel alone, and to
feel that in watching over
themselves, they could
grow in what community

tural land trust contacted the farmers, and he was willing for
them to farm up to 150 of his acres. They've actually started
their own community-supported agriculture; by selling to the
communities of wealth, it helps offset and supply the funds
necessary to grow the food for their community, who are
people who live well below the poverty line.

So even though the tree-sit did not succeed in its stated
objective of saving that farm, it worked in a longer-term
sense to open up other possibilities.

We went in with the commitment to do everything we could
to save that farm, but there were a whole lot of forces 15 years
in the making that were set on destroying that farm. South
Central is a community of color. When
people hear South Central, they think, ‘a
disposable community. Part of our biggest
commitment in starting that tree-sit was
actually to just raise awareness, and say, ‘If
something’s going to happen to this com-
munity, it’s not going to happen in silence!
That's one of the ways racism is still alive in
our world today is in the media, you know:
‘Who cares about some farmers in South
central?’ But you bring in some celebrities,
you start a tree-sit and get attention hap-
pening, and all of a sudden people care.
It's a sad reality.

We wanted to empower that particular community and
those farmers to not feel alone, and to feel that in watching
over themselves, they could grow in what community meant.
And that’s why we called the tree-sits ‘community watchtow-
ers! We raised $10 million in a month — we did everything
you could imagine to save that farm. It got bulldozed, but the
beauty is it didn't get bulldozed in silence, and other farms
continue to go up around that community. For me, what these
tree-sits are about is taking a stand for what we love. We want
to achieve results, but it's beyond results... It's about living
our lives on purpose and having meaning that lights us.

You seem to embrace nonviolence on a deep level. What
do you think about the role of nonviolence in a tree-sit

campaign? And what do you think about someone who

www.calpeacepower.org



Butterfly took to the trees and fasted for over 22 days in June 2006 in an effort to help save the
South Central L.A. Farm. (Photo by Joel Carranza)

approaches it differently, such as Running Wolf,

who is willing to defend himself and the tree with “‘T ]ive my life so fully

physical force?

There is no one tactic that works everywhere, every
time. If I'd done my tree-sit in certain parts of South
America, they would have cut me out of the tree and
killed me long before I'd been up there enough to
become a martyr for a movement. One of the reasons
Gandhi was so successful was he was extremely stra-
tegic. His ahimsa philosophy was about ‘soul force’ as
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. put it. Both of them were
brilliant people. It wasn't just a philosophy of people
who had their feet firmly planted in the clouds, but of
people who had their feet firmly planted in reality.

| personally don’t use the word ‘nonviolence! Why
would we use two negative words to describe a very positive
movement? Why would we choose to define ourselves by
what we're against instead of what we're for? Nonviolence is
the people’s way to try to articulate ahimsa, which is better
defined as: ‘To live so fully and completely in love that there's
no room for anything else to exist, which is much more pow-
erful. It gives me goose bumps every time | say it! Ahimsa is
to breathe so much oxygen into love that there’s not enough
oxygen for the fire of hatred to exist. That to me is revolution;
that to me is activism.

It looks different everywhere you go, because sometimes
there’s a conversation of:‘What kind of soul force is loving and
yet firm? And what kind of soul force is more malleable, like
water wearing away at the stone? That'’s where the strategy
comes in. If you're a tree-sitter in Berkeley, and you're in a tree
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and presently in love that
there’s no room for any-
thing else to exist’ includes
everything, every act, every
word, every thought, and
my entire life is trans-
formed from that aware-
ness.”

that a cherry picker can come get
your butt out of, there’s not a lot of
strategy in fighting. You're going to
get taken down, and if you fight it
[with physical forcel], you're going
to end up with felony counts. So
for me it's do everything | can do
[without] getting caught, and then
when | get caught, make them do
the work. | was arrested in Ecuador,
and when | was arrested, | was
forcibly removed from the country
— the president demanded | be
removed. But | didn't willingly walk.
The way for my love to be firm [in
that situation] was to sit down...
and | know you're going to remove
me, but I'm not going to walk, and
I'm not going fight, and I'm not
going to attack. So that's my view
on soul force.

‘To live my life so fully and pres-
ently in love that there’s no
room for anything else to
exist’ includes everything,
every act, every word, every
thought, and my entire life
is transformed from that
awareness. | don't use dis-
posables — not because I'm
trying to be ‘granolier than
thou, it's because to live so
fully and presently in love,
| can’t cut down a tree for
a napkin. | can’t extract the
life force of Mother Earth
in the form of petroleum
for plastic, | can't do those
things because that’s not an expression of love, you know?
And it’s dealing with people who are trying to take my life and
being present with them; it’s dealing with my own humanity,
because I'm a human being, and sometimes | get frustrated or
angry, and choosing to be present in love with myself when
myself is showing up as something other than loving. It's a
much more empowering way to live your life versus, 'How do
| not react to something somebody else is doing to me right
now?’

-Julia Butterfly Hill

Resources:

South Central Farmers: www.southcentralfarmers.org

South Central Farm photos:
http://www.flickr.com/search/?g=south+central+farm

You can listen to the full interview at www.calpeacepower.org
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Berkeley

Deserves Better

than British

n Feb. 1 of this year, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, UC

Berkeley Chancellor Robert Birgeneau, and the CEO
of British Petroleum (BP) held a giddy press conference
announcing their plans to create a “moon-shot” for their
generation. Under the auspices of “fighting” global warming,
our university slipped into bed with the very perpetrators of
the problem we now are offering to “solve.”

Actually, it is unclear whether or not BP’s plans to create
the UC Berkeley Energy Biosciences Institute (EBI) are actually
aimed at redressing climate change, especially since two
proposed labs would focus on finding new means (including
the use of genetically engineered micro-
organisms) to extract additional fossil fuels.
The non-oil focus of the lab is on plant-
derived biofuels, the energy source that
George W. Bush calls “the future.”

Here is where we need a reflective
moment. It's true that our society has
engineered itself into this mess, and to a
certain extent, we must engineer ourselves
out of it. However, we also need to begin
engineering consciously, by making space
to investigate all safe sources of alternative energy and by
taking our socio-environmental impacts seriously. By allowing
the interests of a corporation to sway our focus and deprioritize
the values of true sustainability in favor of BP’s standard of
“green” we seriously compromise our university’s integrity.

A public university is responsible to the public. While
the public may for the moment enjoy guilt-free unlimited
driving, we would only do so if we ignore the effects of
biofuel cultivation on the Global South. Anticipated biofuel
consequences include widespread deforestation and diverted
food agriculture that is putting corn in our gas tanks instead
of in hungry bellies. Already, people in Mexico are rioting over
the 600 percent increase in corn prices. People can't afford
tortillas. These sorts of problems will only increase with the
expansion of corporate monocultures of biofuel crops as aided
by the unjust policies of the World Trade Organization and the
International Monetary Fund. These consequences (and how
to avoid them) are what an independent university should be
studying.
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future.

Our university has a
responsibility to help the
world, not to be corralled
into a corporate guise
to control the post-oil

_1 ; y _r'l

One EBI lab is slated to have a “socio-environmental”
element. This focus area lab would have the ability to publish
research, but the findings would have no teeth. If a researcher
discovered biofuel cultivation somehow increased climate
change or skyrocketed world food prices, BP would have no
obligation to heed the ethical stipulation of this research nor
alter its destructive behavior in the slightest.

The true violence of the EBl initiative lies in its own unbridled
optimism: in the tacit assumptions of the
ability of Western technology, government,
development, and leadership to “save” yet
another part of the world. Meanwhile, the
rest of the world is burning genetically
modified corn and fighting to stay alive
in a hegemony that doesn’t listen to their
ideas, their demands or their desperate
pleas. Amazingly, EBI protagonists call the
plan a “second Manhattan project” Do we
need another atom bomb to learn that we
are not always right? Our university has
a responsibility to help the world, not to be corralled into a
corporate guise to control the post-oil future.

UC Berkeley can do this right. We have the resources and
the brainpower to pursue true sustainable energy use. We
could focus on energy demand reduction, large-scale public
transportation innovation, and renewable energy sources
such as solar, wind and tidal. Awareness of global climate
change is here. People are ready to take individual action. Our
job should be to accommodate the public, not corporations
profiteering from an illegal war.

Hillary Lehr is a Conservation and Resource Studies and
Anthropology double major at UC Berkeley and a founding member
of The Phoenix Coalition to Free the University of California.

Resources:

Stop BP-Berkeley: <www.stopbp-berkeley.org>
The Phoenix Coalition to Free the UC:
<www.FreeTheUC.org>

www.calpeacepower.org

. <www.artnotoil.org.uk>/
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In loving memory of
Ken Saro-Wiwa
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“Damhsaigh...” bg John Monaghan & Chris Philbin

Mural on public display in the Irish village of Ros Dumhach (Rossport) to celebrate Nigerian and Irish resistance to oil imperialism.
Visit Shell to Sea <http.//www.corribsos.com> and Rossport Solidarity Camp <hittp.//www.struggle.ws/rsc/> for more information.

“The writer cannot be a mere storyteller; he cannot be a mere teacher; he cannot
merely X-ray society’s weaknesses, its ills, its perils. He or she must be actively
involved shaping its present and its future.”

--Ken Saro-Wiwa (1941-1995)





