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The Declaration of Peace:

People Unite to End the Occupation of Iraq
By Jennifer Kuiper

T

he names of dead American soldiers and Iraqi civilians
echoed up and down the seven floors of balconies that
overlook the inner atrium of the Senate Hart Office Building.
In the center of the atrium circled people from all across the
U.S., joining hands in protest against the war and calling for
a declaration of peace. Religious leaders in the garments
of their denominations read scripture and called for the
“beating of swords into plowshares” and “spears into pruning hooks.” Capitol Police repeatedly warned the group to
disperse. Finally, as the police with fists full of plastic handcuffs encircled the protest to initiate arrests, a spontaneous
die-in began with one person after another falling to the
floor. Those arrested were accompanied by hundreds of onlookers, mostly Senate office staff lining the balconies as the
reading of the names of the dead continued. Hundreds more
people were outside the buildings, some arrested for refusing to move from the steps of the Russell Senate Building
as well as others along the path leading to the Capitol itself
where protestors carried a coffin and photos of those killed
in Iraq.
This demonstration at the Senate office buildings on
September 26, 2006 was preceded the week before with
arrests outside the White House and followed the next day
with arrests outside the Rayburn House Office Building.
The White House events initiated the Declaration of Peace’s
Week of Action, not only in Washington, DC, but all around
the country as well as solidarity actions in Australia, Italy,
and Puerto Rico. Over 375 separate actions took place in
nearly every state across the country, including vigils, peace
concerts, teach-ins, closing down military recruiting stations,
calling congressional representatives, protesting corporations profiting from the war (such as Bechtel), and risking
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arrest by civil disobedience. Over 265 people were arrested
in 22 cities.
The Declaration of Peace campaign is a nationally coordinated, grassroots effort that embodied this conviction:
If the people lead, the leaders will follow. Some of the
coalition groups include Pace E Bene, American Friends
Service Committee, United for Peace and Justice, Network of
Spiritual Progressives, Global Exchange, US Labor against the
War, Buddhist Peace Fellowship, Baptist Peace Fellowship,
Catholics for Peace and Justice, The Shalom Center, and
many more. The campaign calls on the U.S. Congress to end
the occupation of Iraq and begin a comprehensive plan for
peace. The Week of Action resulted from the failure of the
U.S. Congress to meet the Declaration of Peace deadline
of September 21st, the International Day of Peace. Months
before this deadline, US citizens around the country met with
their Senators and House Representatives to invite them to
join the campaign for peace by signing the Declaration of
Peace Congressional Pledge.
The Pledge commits the Congressional leaders to support
the 8 Principles of Peace including: 1) rapid withdrawal of US
troops and coalition forces, with no future redeployments,
2) no permanent US military bases in Iraq, 3) support for
an Iraqi led peace process, including a peace conference to
shape post-occupation transition, 4) return of Iraqi control
over its oil resources and the political and economic life of
the nation, 5) reparations and reconstruction to address the
US invasion, occupation, and 13 years of sanctions, 6) establish a “peace dividend” for social needs in the US, 7) increased
support for US veterans, and 8) no so-called “preventive”
war against Iran or any other nation. Eleven members of
Congress have signed the Pledge, while many others have
given their verbal support and point to similar resolutions
they’ve signed in congress.
www.calpeacepower.org
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Peace has remained non-partisan with participation from
all political parties, including Democrats, Republicans, and
Resources:
Greens. Veterans groups have joined in with endorsements
Declaration of Peace: www.declarationofpeace.org
from Veterans for Peace, Gold Star Families, Military Families
Pace e Bene: www.pacebene.org
Speak Out, and Iraq Veterans Against the War.
Veterans for Peace: www.veteransforpeace.org
The Declaration of Peace campaign continues until the
United for Peace and Justice: www.unitedforpeace.org
objective of a just and comprehensive plan for peace in Iraq
US Labor Against War: www.uslaw.org
is implemented. The pledge called for the plan to be estabAmerican Friends Service Committee: www.afsc.org
lished and activated by Sept. 21st, 2006 and completed by
Mandate for Peace: www.mandateforpeace.org
March 19th, 2007. The coalition continues to gather, plan,
www.calpeacepower.org
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